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Lafayette Youth Arts Society Contest
Showcases Artistic Talents

Submitted by Uma Unni
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Lafayette Youth Arts Society writing and photography contest winners, from left: Clare Fonstein, Cameron Fisher,

Noam Franbuch, Kate Gilberd, Elie Singer, Sophia Benveniste, Isabel Rurka, and Clare Needs.

More than 100 eager middle
school students stormed
the Lafayette Youth Arts Society
website March 15, hoping to see
their names listed as winners of
the 1st Annual Writing and Pho-
tography Contest. The contest,
run entirely by two Lafayette
teens, Linnae Johansson and Uma
Unni, received nearly 150 entries.

“Students seemed excited
about the contest, and many ex-
pressed their interests in entering
in the contest's second year, start-
ing in November of this year,”
said contest co-founder Linnae.
“One contestant said that she en-
tered the contest because her
teacher suggested it, but was
pleased to find that one of the
judges said that her work had po-
tential to be sellable as a stock
photo.”

The entries submitted to the
contest were all incredibly cre-
ative, added Linnae, taking innu-
merable interpretations of the
same topics. “The judges were
stunned not only by this creativ-
ity, but also by the overall quality
of the work, especially taking into
consideration the ages of the pho-
tographers and writers.”

The contest was started to
give an outlet for the more artistic
kids in Lafayette who might have
felt overshadowed by local sports
stars. Not only did the contest
achieve its goal, but it also suc-
ceeded in showing kids who
never considered themselves to
be artistic that they have poten-
tial.

To see the winning contest-
ants’ complete work, and to learn
more about the Lafayette Youth
Arts Society, visit www.lyas.org.

First place photo by Isabel Rurka

Third place photo by Sophia Benveniste
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The following are excerpts from the first, second and third place writing
contest winners. To read more, go to www.lyas.org.

From “Untitled” by first place writing winner Kate Gilberd:

It was dark, and all around Anna, there was green, and black, and the
moonlight soaking through the branches of the trees that enveloped her.
The path was carpeted with dead leaves, which cracked against Anna's
boots as she ran. That was all that she heard for a while, the sound of her
feet hitting the leaves, her heart pounding in her chest. And then, all of a
sudden, there it was again.

A twig snapping behind her: Anna let out a short breath and halted. “Who's
there?” she shouted. She didn t expect a reply, and there was none.” ...

From “Unburdened” by second place writing contest winner Cameron
Fisher:

[ had never experienced such terror as I did at this moment. Not for the
reason that [ was hopelessly marooned in a malevolent wood, or that an
inky blackness had descended, or even that I'd heard an indistinct snap di-
rectly behind me. No. What struck such fear into me was the complete ab-
sence of distraction. During the idle activities of the day, one may escape
the primitive worries lurking in the shadowy recesses of our minds. Simply
by participating in modern civilization, the malice within oneself may be
quashed, controlled, unnoticed. We believe we are secure, that nature no
longer influences us. 1t is only when we venture into the frontier which is
devoid of technology and ruled by chaos, that we realize our weakness and
utter inferiority to the many forces we cannot control. ...

From “‘We Forgot to Write a Title!” says Author #1” by third place
writing contest winner Claire Fonstein:

Margot is walking alone through the woods. All forms of communication
are down. She hears a stick snap behind her. It is a bear. Margot runs as
fast as she can until she reaches a ledge, where she is faced with possibly
the last decision she would ever make . . . . . . . .. Margot decides to jump.
She slows her breath, thinks thoughts of peace and happiness, slowly leans
forward, and falls.

“Ahhhhhhh!” Margot screams as she falls to her death.

“Wait! What? She cant die. It was just the beginning of the story!”” author
#1 shouts.

“The story is over, so deal with it,” author #2 replies.
“But thats a horrible ending!”’ says author #1.

“Well fine then. The story won t end there, but I get to choose what happens
next.” Author #2 begins to write. ...

(Elie Singer received the creativity award for writing; Clare Needs received
the creativity award for photography.)
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Second place photo by Noam Franbuch
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“1 love Saklan because
we are family”
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Nurturing the true spirit of every child
PREK — 8TH  SAKLAN.ORG  925.376.7900

New Reformer Class Series
with Anna-Christina!
Starting 7Y i
April11th . 3
Fridays, 12pm i

Limited Space
Reserve today at Star Pilates:
Call 925-376-7500
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1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, Moraga Shopping Center, hehind McCaulous

Amazing Summer Math Camps

- The Wide World of Sports Statistics
Play sports and calculate your statistics
- Math-Science Camp
Let your mad scientist meet your mathematician
- Classes to Attack Algebra
Prepare for all levels of algebra from pre-algebra to
algebra II through games, art and humorous lectures
- Get a Jump on Geometry:
A fun, hands on class for high school students

++x+ |AMINYg — These classes might trick students
into believing that math is fun *+**

If you have further questions feel free to
contact Michael at m.adler@sbcglobal.net

Classes taught by teacher & experienced
math instructor, Michael Adler

To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and
Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us
or call (925) 888-7036

Want a great tutor
who is fun?

Individual/small group
summer or year round
tutoring available
m.adler@sbcglobal.ne
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1s an educational
B:I HBE‘?I IMHIGE support service that
Mathemati specifically meets
MLaiematics the needs of the
(”ifne[r;ll l\l/iath area’s aspiring K-12
[r:l' g,re Ira student. One-on-one
G gebra tutoring in your
cometry home by a Califorma
Algebra II/Trigonometry dentialed h
Other subjects available upon request creeienibl ol isadner:
Owner: Matthew C. Leutza, M.B.A., M.Ed.
CA Credential: #060096281

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MNHNASIUM”

The Math Learning Center

GRADES K-12
Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needeq!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com






